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Cover photo: Syrian refugee students in the Jesuit 
Refugee Service Accelerated Learning Program in 
Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley. (Zerene Haddad — JRS) 
Right: In 2015, JRS provided education programs in 
Chad to nearly 50,000 refugees from the Darfur 
region of Sudan. (Christian Fuchs — JRS/USA)
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While 2015 marked 35 years for 
Jesuit Refugee Service, we can 
trace the genesis of JRS to an 

event in the life of Fr. Pedro Arrupe, 
S.J. more than 70 years ago. On August 
6, 1945, Fr. Arrupe was going about his 
daily routine when a violent explosion 
knocked him off his feet. 

Remarkably, he and his colleagues at 
the Jesuit compound in Hiroshima were 
unscathed by the first atomic bomb 
used in warfare. But tens of thousands 
around them weren’t so lucky. Fr. Arrupe 
immediately set out tending to the sick 
and dying in Hiroshima. He saw people who had lost every-
thing, and he was powerless to change that. He recognized 
the only way he could truly help was to accompany them, to 
be an abiding companion, regardless of personal risks. It is in 
this spirit that Jesuit Refugee Service was founded in 1980.

In the early years, Jesuit Refugee Service responded to             
Fr. Arrupe’s call by sending staff, volunteers, teachers and 
administrators worldwide to meet the educational, health, 
social and other needs of refugees and forcibly displaced 
people. Today, from Bangkok to Bogota, Syria to Sri Lanka, 
JRS is on the ground in more than 45 countries, reaffirming 
the centuries-old Jesuit tradition of going anywhere in the 
world to serve the most vulnerable. Our mission is universal. 

With accompaniment at the core of the 
JRS mission, another vital dimension 
of JRS’s work is to defend the rights of 
refugees and internally displaced per-
sons throughout the world. Through 
extensive advocacy and outreach, 
JRS/USA constantly pushes for just 
and generous policies and programs 
on behalf of people forced into exile,            
including efforts to ban landmines and 
cluster bombs, end the use of child  
soldiers, improve food security, and   

build peace and reconciliation. 

As we embark on our next chapter, we 
are committed to our Jesuit roots. JRS is building on its Jesu-
it tradition of education with the launch of our new Global 
Education Initiative. During an audience at the Vatican on 
November 14, 2015, Pope Francis urged us to participate 
in the 2016 Year of Mercy, and we committed to provide                   
educational services to 240,000 refugees and displaced peo-
ple by the year 2020. The Pope said, “to give a child a seat at 
school is the finest gift you can give.” We agree. 

As I shook the Pope’s hand, I assured him that Jesuit             
Refugee Service/USA and our generous partners would be                   
companions in this life-saving work.

Armando Borja
National Director

Armando Borja greets Pope Francis in Nov. 2015. 
(L’Osservatore Romano)
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In December 2015, Jesuit Refu-
gee Service launched the Mercy 
in Motion campaign in support 

of our Global Education Initiative. 

During an audience at the Vati-
canwith JRS staff and supporters 
on November 14, Pope Francis 
reminded us that “to give a child a 
seat at school is the finest gift you 
can give.”

The goal of our Global Education Initia-
tive is to provide educational services to 
240,000 refugees and displaced people 
by the end of the decade. 

Education is a life-saving intervention. 
In emergencies where most agencies 
provide only the most basic humani-
tarian assistance, JRS is on the ground 
organizing educational and recreational 
activities to heal trauma, promote hu-

man dignity, and build skills. 

The JRS approach fosters positive 
change. The seat at school provides 
urgently needed security and normalcy 
to at-risk children and youth. It nurtures 
both individual growth and leads to 
long-term, durable solutions that draw 
communities away from conflict and 
toward a shared, peaceable future.

Pope Francis greets JRS staff, supporters and refugees during an audience at the Vatican on Nov. 14, 2015. (L’Osservatore Romano)
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Education helps resettled ref-
ugees integrate and contrib-
ute to their new communities 
more quickly, and helps ref-
ugees who are able to return 
home to rebuild their countries. 

Armando Borja
JRS/USA Director

Jesuit Refugee Service provides secondary education to refugees from the Darfur region of Sudan in eight refugee camps in eastern Chad, including Kounoungou, left, 
and Milé. In 2015, JRS provided education services to more than 45,000 refugees in the region. (Christian Fuchs — JRS)
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Noting the great numbers of people 
fleeing Southeast Asia and seeking 
refuge elsewhere, Jesuit Superior 
General Fr. Pedro Arrupe S.J. appeals 
to Jesuit major superiors for practical 
assistance.

1979 1980

A camp for Cambodian refugees seeking safety 
in Thailand. (JRS Asia Pacific)

Beginnings

In 2015, JRS commemorated 35 years of service 
to and for refugees and the displaced.
This report highlights key moments from our past 
that are relevant to our present and our future.

The generous ‘first wave of action’ 
following Fr. Arrupe’s appeal in-
spires him to reflect on how much 
more the Society of Jesus could do 
if its responses to crises of forced 
human displacement were planned 
and coordinated. In a letter to Je-
suits around the world on Nov. 14, 
1980, Fr. Arrupe founds JRS.
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1981

Before setting off to work 
with refugees, Fr. Pierre 
Ceyrac S.J. turned to Fr. 
Arrupe for confirmation. 

“Of course, go!” was the 
immediate reply.

Fr. Ceyrac then taught at 
refugee camps in Thailand 
for 12 years. 

From our beginnings in Thailand, JRS has placed education at the forefront of our 
services. “In Maban (South Sudan), JRS educational and psychosocial activities 
serve both Christians and Muslims alike, without discrimination. When I visit the 
JRS nursery school or English or teacher training (right) classes, and realize that 
both Christians and Muslims are seated side by side, learning together, I am filled 
with hope. A brighter future is possible,” says JRS Maban project director Fr. Pau 
Vidal S.J. (Angela Wells — JRS Eastern Africa)
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The mission of Jesuit Refugee Service/
USA is to accompany, serve and advo-

cate for the rights of refugees and other 
forcibly displaced persons. 

To accompany means to be a companion 
to the most vulnerable of our brothers 
and sisters worldwide. 

JRS services are available to refugees 
and displaced persons regardless of 
their race, ethnic origin, or religious 
beliefs. 

JRS advocates for just and generous 
policies and programs for the benefit of 
victims of forced displacement, so they 
can receive the support and protection 
they need until durable solutions are 
implemented 

The focus of our work is to help those we 
serve to heal, to have the opportunity to 
learn and ultimately to thrive. 

Heal because the refugee experience is 
one of sudden, catastrophic loss — of fam-
ily, friends, home, community, livelihoods 
— and ongoing trauma of fear, violence 
and despair. 

Learn because education is the one 
life-saving intervention that cannot be 
taken away, providing a path to a better 
future, community empowerment and 
peace building. 

Thrive because enabling devastated peo-
ple to take back their lives re-instills the 
self-reliance and independence they once 
had and builds confidence and hope for a 
better future for all of us — now and for 
generations to come.

All your projects have this ultimate aim: to help refugees to grow in 
self-confidence, to realize their highest inherent potential and to be 
able to defend their rights as individuals and communities.

Pope Francis, Nov. 14, 2015
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From our beginning 35 years ago, 
the mission of Jesuit Refugee 

Service has been threefold: to ac-
company, to serve, and to advocate. 
The three aspects of our mission are 
not separate; rather they are deeply 
interrelated. We wish to walk with 
and know the refugees we serve and 
for whom we advocate. 

To serve truly, we believe we must 
know the men and women and chil-

dren we hope to serve. To advocate on behalf of refugees pre-
sumes we know their needs and their hearts still more. In 
coming to know them, we come to a deeper sense of our own 
hearts and needs and hopes.

Mission is a response to vocation. It was not simply the com-
passion of Fr. Pedro Arrupe that led him to found JRS, nor the 
compassion of the thousands of men and women since him 
who have responded to the crisis of flight and displacement. 
Rather, at the center of the invitation to live generously and 
responsibly on the common home we have been given on this 
earth, we are presented with an invitation to recognize — in 
terror-struck, impoverished, homeless people — our very 
brothers and sisters.

It is at once a shock and a challenge to realize that the hu-
man family to which we belong in a very real sense does not 
yet exist. We are called to it. We are responsible for it. Every 

sorrow suffered by it is ours. Every joy and every grief. Deep 
within us there stirs an invitation to find each other and 
walk together. In the words of Jean Vanier, the co-founder 
of L’Arche, it is a “call to live in communion with others, a 
call to love, to create, to risk.”  It is a hope “to become freer 
each day to accept others, to be fully present to them” and 
thus only to “be able to give life.”  

There is no pity in accompaniment. There is, rather, the 
recognition of a shared humanity. There is no privilege. 
Instead we embrace the deep dignity of our fellow human 
beings with a servant’s humility. There are no limits; the 
depths of every human heart are unfathomable.

And the heart longs for God. It longs to know who has al-
ways gone before us on our way, and who accompanies us 
on our way, and who dwells within us on our way. To these 
questions, at once fearful and consoling, the great libera-
tion theologian Juan Luis Segundo, S.J., said that it is God 
the Father of all who always goes before us, and Jesus his 
incarnate Word in time who is always with us, and their 
Spirit of Love who is poured every day into our hearts to 
give us courage and hope.

At JRS we have found that the accompaniment of refu-
gees— our brothers and sisters—has revealed this very God 
to us, imaged in fleeing, displaced people to whom creation 
belongs just as much as to anyone else among us.

Leo J. O’Donovan, S.J.
Director of Mission

Leo J. O’Donovan, S.J.
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1983 1984

In May 1983, the U.S. Jesuit Conference creates the 
office of the National Coordinator for Jesuit Refu-
gee Service/USA. Fr. Frank Moan, S.J., becomes the 
National Coordinator. 

JRS opens programs to aid 
people suffering from famine, 
the first step of JRS outside 
of Asia. JRS has remained in 
Ethiopia, and now operates 
programs for urban refugees 
in Addis Ababa, Eritrean 
refugees in Mai Aini camp in 
the north, and refugees from 
Somalia in two camps near 
Dollo Ado in the south.

Fr. Arrupe’s point of view at the time (JRS started) was that we 
were to accompany the refugees. He didn’t quite spell out what kind 
of programs, but to accompany refugees. My job was to get Jesuits 
and other religious and volunteers to go and work in the refugee 
camps. Frequently the project involved some sort of educational 
program… that’s how we began.” 

Fr. Frank Moan, S.J.

Expansion to Ethiopia

JRS in the USA
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JRS operates the only refugee commu-
nity center in Addis Ababa. The center 

offers language courses, library facili-
ties, daycare services, computer classes, 
and psychosocial support. 

An emergency needs program at the 
center offers financial support and 
counseling services. These programs 
provide not just help but hope to refu-
gees struggling to survive and shape a 
better future.

Mai Aini and Adi Harush refugee camps 
in the north of Ethiopia are home to 
refugees from Eritrea, the majority of 

Music training is part of the JRS youth program at 
Mai Aini refugee camp. More than 18,000 refugees 
from neighboring Eritrea live in the camp. 
(Christian Fuchs — JRS)

whom are youth under the age of 24. 
JRS works to promote the mental and 
physical well being of refugees in the 
camps through library services and 
recreational activities such as sports, 
music, and dance. A grant from the U.S. 
State Department’s Bureau of Popula-
tion, Refugees and Migration supported 
JRS services in Mai Aini.

In southern Ethiopia near the Soma-
li border, JRS works in Melkadida and 
Kobe camps offering counseling, adult 
literacy classes and a variety of youth 
programs similar to those in the north.

Brian Christopher S.J. (above) teaches an English 
class to refugees (right) at the JRS center in 
Ethiopia’s capital of Addis Ababa. (Christian 
Fuchs — JRS)
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1991 1992

Jesuit Refugee Service/USA helps the Catholic Legal 
Immigration Network, Inc. (CLINIC) identify two Jesuit law-
yers (Fr. Mark Horak S.J. and Fr. Michael Gallagher S.J.) to 
provide assistance to Haitian asylum seekers at the Krome 
Service Processing Center in Miami, Fla. This begins an on-
going partnership to provide immigration detainees access 
to legal representation.

As more than 100,000 refugees move from 
Bhutan to Nepal in the early 1990s, JRS be-
gins to offer education programs. Working 
in partnership with Caritas, JRS education 
initiatives pave the way for a succesful reset-
tlement program.

In 2015, Jesuit Refugee Service/USA 
launched a partnership with 13 Jesu-

it law schools to identify and address 
legal challenges faced by families and 
children from Central America seeking 
protection in the United States. 

The resulting policy paper, A Fair Chance 
for Due Process, helped focus attention 
on the plight of refugees from El Salva-
dor, Guatemala, and Honduras and the 
need for access to adequate legal repre-
sentation for vulnerable asylum seekers.

JRS/USA’s Armando Borja introduces a panel discussion on the Legal Challenges Facing Central Amer-
ican Asylum Seekers, co-hosted by Georgetown Law and JRS/USA, at the Georgetown University Law 
Center in Washington, D.C. on July 16, 2015. (Christian Fuchs – JRS/USA)

Bhutanese Refugee EducationAid to Asylum Seekers
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Though the abilities and talents 
of (JRS Nepal staff) vary in kind 
and extent, all were put to one 
purpose, namely, the service of 
the refugees.

PS Amalraj S.J., former director, 
JRS Bhutanese Refugee 

Education Program

In 1992, Jesuit Refugee Service South 
Asia began providing elementary 

education — later extended through the 
tenth grade — to all Bhutanese refugee 
children in the camps in Nepal. 

Initially, JRS was able to only provide 
partial scholarships to a relative few 
of the refugees to complete their high 
school education. 

Following a visit to the program by 

advocacy staff, JRS/USA successful-
ly convinced the U.S. government to 
provide funds to cover a full high school 
education for all. 

Thousands of Bhutanese students who 
were later resettled in the United States 
and other countries arrived better 
prepared to integrate successfully, to 
support themselves and their families, 
or to pursue a higher education.

Refugee students at JRS schools in Nepal. 
(Fr. Peter Balleis, S.J. — JRS)
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1992

Bosnia: In 1993, as war raged throughout 
former Yugoslavia, the village of Borovice 
was razed, and nearly all residents fled the 
onslaught. In 1998, JRS Bosnia supported 
the reconstruction of the first houses. Oth-
er organizations got involved; the church 
and many homes were rebuilt, and those 
wishing to return home were able to do so. 
(Don Doll S.J.)

Top left: Volunteers pull a raft with refugees to shore 
as they arrive on the Greek island of Lesbos last 
February. Above: Trying to keep warm on the beach 
moments after arrival. (Darrin Zammit Lupi — JRS)

Former Yugoslavia

   
   

 E
ur

op
e



15

Thousands of refugees and migrants 
made the short but perilous voyage 

from Turkey to Greece in 2015. JRS sent 
a team to the Greek island of Lesbos to 
assist the new arrivals, whose volume 
overwhelmed existing reception facili-
ties. Many refugees lacked shelter, food, 
and water, and had no option but to 
sleep in the open.  

While the large influx of refugees to 
Greece is a relatively new phenom-
enon, the island nation of Malta has 
received refugees for two decades. JRS 
Malta champions the rights of migrants 
seeking refuge, provides legal advice, 
organizes visits at detention centers, 
provides psychological support, and 
facilitates access to healthcare.

Refugees at the border of Serbia and Hungary. 
(Kristóf Hölvényi — JRS)

JRS distributes food and water to refugees on the Greek-Macedonian border in September 2015. (JRS Europe)
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JRS/USA coordinates education and advocacy 
by U.S. Jesuits in support of the International 
Campaign to Ban Landmines.

1994

Advocacy has been part of the JRS mission since the birth of 
the organization.

Fr. Mark Raper S.J., first director of the JRS Asia Pacific Region 
and later JRS International Director, asserted that by listening 
to refugees “we hear the message that another kind of world is 
possible.” Inspired by those we accompany and serve, JRS ad-
vocates bear witness to the needs and aspirations of refugees, 
bringing the voices of the voiceless to those with the power to 
change the world for the better. 

Effective advocacy operates on many levels, from supporting 
basic human rights to bringing about global policy change. 
During the first days following the establishment of JRS pro-
grams on the Thai-Cambodia border, local advocacy on behalf 
of individuals and families in urgent need of protection was 
the main focus. 

It soon became clear that many of the problems harming ref-
ugee communities required change that could not be success-
fully addressed at the grassroots level alone. An early example 
was our experience working with landmine survivors. 

Over the years, JRS has pioneered an advocacy model that 
champions the rights of refugees in our field projects. We carry 
our mission forward by aligning ourselves with international 
advocacy campaigns to address both local and global concerns.  

JRS has field staff in nearly 50 countries, many of whom live 
in refugee camps and communities; many are refugees them-
selves. Our advocacy staff in Rome, Geneva, Brussels, and 
Washington, D.C., is uniquely positioned to bring current in-
formation to policy makers based on first-hand reports from 
the field. By detailing the effects that policies — or gaps in pol-
icy — have on real people, we are able to offer grounded, prac-
tical recommendations for action to decision-makers. 

Seeking an End to Landmines

A Tradition of Advocacy
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By fostering constructive relationships with humanitarian in-
stitutions and governments, JRS has built a reputation for ef-
fectiveness and excellence. Our policy recommendations find 
credibility among international audiences. 

In the United States, we are committed to improving the con-
ditions of detained asylum seekers and ensuring the rights and 
welfare of people in detention. Our detention chaplaincy pro-
gram reinforces our mission of accompaniment and enables 
us to communicate on detainees’ behalf to the Department of 
Homeland Security.

As a founder of the Kino Border Initiative — a binational orga-
nization that works in the area of migration and is located in 
Nogales, Arizona and Nogales, Sonora, Mexico — JRS helped 
amplify calls for better treatment of people in the process of 
deportation. We continue to provide support to this project

Given the pre-eminent role of the United States — as a polit-
ical actor, as the largest humanitarian donor of refugee assis-
tance, and as the country with the largest number of resettled 
refugees — JRS/USA partners with other JRS regions to advo-
cate for both local and global concerns. In recent years, we 
have successfully advanced a variety of causes including the 
resettlement of 100,000 Bhutanese refugees, the increase of 
U.S. humanitarian funding in Colombia, and the protection of 
Pakistani refugee families in Thailand.  

JRS/USA is currently focused on two major issues at the cen-
ter of our mission. The first is improving access to education 
for refugees and the internally displaced both in emergencies 

and protracted crises. The second is to protect the safety, 
dignity, and well-being of extremely vulnerable people as 
refugee populations increasingly move from camps to ur-
ban settings. Both of these efforts build on JRS’s 35 years of 
work on behalf of refugee communities, in partnership with 
whom we seek to build a better world. 

Heather Simpson of Save the Children looks on as Rachel Walsh Taza, right, of 
JRS Middle East & North Africa speaks during a Congressional briefing on the 
“Crisis in Syria: Educating Refugee Children.” The briefing was held in collabo-
ration with The Basic Education Coalition, the Global Campaign for Education 
United States Chapter, and RESULTS. (Christian Fuchs — JRS)
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1996 1997

A JRS/USA Refugee Assistance 
Consultation in Washington, 
D.C., determines the organi-
zation should provide a direct 
service to detained immigrants 
and asylum seekers in the Unit-
ed States.

Ministering                      
to the Detained

The Jesuit Conference approves a JRS/USA 
Detention Project with pilot programs at the 
Elizabeth (N.J.) Contract Detention Facility 
and the San Pedro (Calif.) Service Processing 
Center. The programs aim to offer pastoral 
care, legal assistance and social services to 
detainees.

Religious Services Pilot Program

The Jesuit Refugee Service/USA        
Detention Chaplaincy Program pro-

vides pastoral and religious assistance 
to meet the needs of non-citizens de-
tained by the Department of Homeland 
Security in five U.S. federal detention 
centers. 

For the past several years, we have 
worked in detention centers in El Paso, 
Texas; Florence, Arizona; and Batavia, 
New York. In 2015, JRS/USA was asked 
to respond to needs at two addition-
al centers, Krome Service Processing 
Center in Miami, Florida and Port Isabel 
SPC in Los Fresnos, Texas.

To accompany is a constant challenge. It demands that we be 
non-proselytizing, summoning forth an existential respect for 
the religious or spiritual beliefs of any individual — no matter 
how different — we encounter. This calls me to surrender my 
preconceived world-view and personal prejudices, to accept 
that my beliefs are in no way superior to anybody else’s. They 
are merely different.  It is about the recognition of the lim-
its of our competencies, about our frailties as being part of 
rather than apart from. This is what JRS brings to the table of           
detention ministry.

Fr. A. Richard Sotelo, S.J.
 National Program Director of the JRS/USA 

Religious Services Program

D
et

en
tio

n



19

LANGUAGE OF CHAPLAINCY SERVICES 

37% Roman Catholic 45% Other 
Christian

RELIGIOUS PROFILE OF DETAINEES

7% Muslim

11% Other 
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JRS chaplains served 117,342 unique or multiple participations of detainees

 Religious 
Teachings

Spiritual 
Support Sessions

Religious 
Services

CHAPLAINCY SERVICES

CHAPLAIN AND VOLUNTEER HOURS OF SERVICE
14% English

62% Spanish

24% Other

2,172

1,076

587

8,893 hours
of service

35%30%

21% 15%

Chaplains visiting special housing units

Chaplains providing religious services,
teachings and spiritual support

Chaplains providing religious items, 
processing religious requests, 
tending to special needs

Volunteered religious services, 
    teachings, and spiritual support

2015 Detention Chaplaincy Program Data
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1997

The Ottawa Treaty banning the use of landmines is signed. The 
International Campaign to Ban Landmines is awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize “for their work for the banning and clearing of 
anti-personnel mines,” and JRS Cambodia Director Sr. Denise 
Coghlan, who continues to play a key role in the ICBL, travels to 
Oslo for the award ceremony.

Nobel Peace Prize

In pursuit of our mission to serve the 
most vulnerable refugees, JRS has em-

phasized work on behalf of people with 
disabilities. 

Examples include assistance to land-
mine survivors in Cambodia (left), sign 
language training for deaf Bhutanese 
refugees in Nepal, programs for special 
needs children and adults in Kaku-
ma, and supplying wheelchairs to the 
disabled in Syria. JRS also works with 
families and local communities to sup-
port access for those with disabilities 
to schools and other services, including 
livelihood opportunities.

JRS ensured more than 100 children 
with disabilities at Kenya’s Kakuma ref-
ugee camp (right) had access to disabil-
ity-friendly furniture at camp day care 
centers. 

Community-based physical therapy was 
provided for more than 100 children 
with cerebral palsy so they could im-
prove their flexibility, strength, mobility 
and function. During the sessions, ther-
apists trained parents and guardians so 
they could continue providing therapy 
to their children.

The physio/occupational therapy chil-
dren at Kakuma receive has helped them 
become more physically and mentally 
active, and improved their overall daily 
living skills. One child, for example, 
was able to regain mobility after having 
been paralyzed for about two years. He 
can now walk, though he still hasn’t 
regained his speech.

From our earliest days, JRS has served refu-
gees with disabilities, such as this Cambodian 
man in Thailand in the 1980s. (JRS Asia 
Pacific)
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Thanks to the generosity of many supporters, JRS provides children at Kakuma targeted education and life-skills instruction. Some of the children suffer 
from mental and physical disabilities, while others are malnourished and require nutritional support. JRS provided children with cerebral palsy nutritious 
and easy-to-swallow food on a daily basis, and community-based physical therapy was provided enabling them to improve their flexibility, strength, and 
mobility. (Christian Fuchs — Jesuit Refugee Service/USA)
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2004

JRS continues to operate schools 
for refugees from Sudan’s Darfur 
region in camps throughout east-
ern Chad. By 2015, JRS was pro-
viding education to nearly 50,000 
refugees in the region.

Chad and Sudan

A secondary school building constructed by JRS in Mile refugee camp, eastern Chad. A grant from the U.S. 
State Department’s Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration enables JRS to provide secondary educa-
tion to refugees from the Darfur region of Sudan. (Christian Fuchs — Jesuit Refugee Service/USA)

Ch
ad
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(Top) Primary school students in the JRS program at Touloum 
refugee camp. (Above) A $19,690 grant from our partner iAct 
funds the Little Ripples preschool program in Goz Amer camp, 
and a $2,990 iAct grant helps to fund the Darfur United Acade-
my at Djabal refugee camp. (Liana Tepperman — JRS)

JRS has served refugees from 
Sudan’s Darfur region in the 

harsh environment of eastern 
Chad for the last decade, and 
offers pre-school and primary 
education in eight refugee camps. 

A grant from the U.S. State De-
partment’s Bureau of Population, 
Refugees and Migration enabled 
JRS to provide education to near-
ly 1,000 refugees in secondary 
schools in five camps in eastern 
Chad, near the Darfur border.

Schools in Milé and Kou-
noungou are now well 
equipped with computers, 
generators, and desks.

Jean Guy Kwuimi
JRS Chad Program Officer

A gift from Tom & 
Audry Morrow through 
Goldman Sachs Gives of 
$100,000 helped initiate 
a tertiary education 
program for refugees 
at Djabal camp, outside 
Goz Beida, and to pro-
mote global advocacy 
and outreach efforts in 
support of refugees in 
Chad. (Christian Fuchs — 
JRS/USA)
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2005

For the first time, JRS/USA is awarded a 
grant from the U.S. State Department’s Bu-
reau of Population, Refugees and Migration. 
The first grant is for education programs in 
Nimule, (now South) Sudan.

Partnership with PRM

PRM
Distributions

Kenya  $   589,836
Chad  $   484,984
Thailand  $   227,128
Ethiopia  $   220,637
South Africa $     56,709
Total  $1,579,294

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE GRANTS
Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration

includes distributions for 2014-2015 and 2015-2016

$1,579,294

Kenya
Chad

ThailandEthiopia
S.A.

The Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration awarded grants to Jesuit Refugee 
Service/USA to support projects in Chad, Ethiopia, Kenya, Thailand and South Africa.
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JRS has provided services in Kenya’s 
Kakuma refugee camp since 1994. JRS 

services include counseling for refugees 
— and training refugees as community 
counselors; a mental health program 
that teaches education and life skills to 
refugees with developmental disabili-
ties; and the JRS “Safe Haven” — a spe-
cialized facility providing women and 
children with protection from sexual 
and gender-based violence. 

Thailand: Since 2014, JRS has been the only organization providing a com-
prehensive range of services to the urban refugee community in Bangkok. JRS 
offers legal and financial assistance, social and mental health programs, and 
access to basic services such as education, medical care and housing. JRS also 
assists refugees, including unaccompanied refugee children, in obtaining protec-
tion through the United Nations Refugee Agency. (Angela Wells — JRS)

South Africa: Refugees have the legal right to work, but finding employment 
can be difficult. JRS helps them on the road to self-reliance by providing 
skills training, vocational education and small business training and support.   
(Christian Fuchs — JRS)

JRS Safe Haven programs in Kakuma  provide 
a secure space to heal and to gain skills which 
give refugees purpose and strength to persevere.              
(Christian Fuchs — Jesuit Refugee Service) 
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2008 2011

Iraq Crisis
Since 2008, JRS has been providing psychosocial support and edu-
cation to refugees and IDPs in the Middle East; initially JRS services 
were focused on people displaced from Iraq, Somalia and Sudan. 
When the conflict inside Syria started, JRS began services and advo-
cated for the recognition of their situation and to promote access to 
services for these people.

Syria
JRS provides emergency relief, including food, counseling, supplies and 
education to more than 300,000 people. Accompaniment — one of the 
pillars of JRS work — is embodied in regular family visits, which are at the 
heart of every JRS project across the region. Through these visits, JRS is 
able to identify the needs of families and, more importantly, to address 
these needs.

Less than six years ago Syrians 
were welcoming Iraqi refugees 

into their country, offering them 
solace and a place to rebuild. 

Jesuit Refugee Service  worked in 
Syria and Jordan to serve refugees 
from the conflict in Iraq. As war en-
gulfed Syria, our programs adapt-
ed to accommodate the growing 

needs of Syrians displaced within their 
country and Syrian refugees who fled to 
neighboring countries seeking safety.

In response to the unprecedented num-
bers of families and individuals fleeing 
their homes across Iraq and Syria as the 
violent extremism spread, JRS estab-
lished a project in Erbil, the capital 
of Iraq’s Kurdistan region, to provide  

assistance to displaced people. 

Coordination between JRS, Jesuit net-
works, hundreds of committed volun-
teers and other Christian and Muslim 
entities helps civilians receive much 
needed support. Our strong networks 
allow us to reach the most vulnerable 
displaced Syrians in places where other 
organizations cannot operate. 
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The JRS field kitchen in Aleppo provides potable 
water and up to 8,000 meals a day for internally 
displaced people who have no way of preparing their 
own cooked food. (Gebrail Saud — JRS)

JRS in Syria is engaged on two import-
ant fronts: emergency relief to those in 
greatest need and educational activities.

Emergency relief includes food, hygiene 
kits, non-food items such as medical 
supplies, blankets and clothing, basic 
healthcare, managing shelters, and   

providing rent support. 

Education services include learning 
centers that offer tutoring, supplemen-
tal education, psychosocial services and 
recreational activities. 

Jesuit Refugee Service Middle East & North Africa 
Regional Director Fr. Michael Zammit S.J. speaks 
during a JRS/USA sponsored event at The Catholic 
University of America in Washington, D.C. 
(Christian Fuchs — JRS/USA)
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The ongoing conflict in Syria has 
put more than 12 million people 

in serious jeopardy — more than half 
of the country’s population. JRS/USA 
advocates for urgent diplomatic action 
to improve our access to Syrians under 
threat from violence and deprivation. 

JRS continues to urge increased human-
itarian assistance both within Syria and 
in its neighboring countries, and the use 
of development assistance to shore up 
the infrastructure of countries hosting 
Syrian refugees so that they may contin-
ue to receive those fleeing the conflict.

JRS works with displaced people within 
Syria and Iraq. JRS also works in Jordan, 
Lebanon and Turkey, providing accom-
paniment through home visits, counsel-
ing, and referral to professional services. 
JRS enrolled thousands of children in 
informal education programs designed 
to prepare them for further schooling 
through social activities and remedial 
education programs.

A cornerstone of our work in the region 
is the educational and psychosocial 
support we offer to tens of thousands 
of traumatized children and women. 
The JRS center in Jbeil, Lebanon, helps 
Syrian refugees by providing language 

Jbeil   956 students  
Al-Telyani  585 students
Nahrya   444 students
KfarZabad  396 students 
Bar Elias  269 students
Total              2,650 students

SYRIAN REFUGEES ENROLLED IN 
ACCELERATED LEARNING PROGRAM (LEBANON)

Location

2,650 students 
in ALP

956

585

444

269396

An anonymous gift of $380,000 enabled JRS to establish an Accelerated Learning Program in Lebanon for 
Syrian refugee youth who had been out of school because of the conflict. This program offers children who 
have gaps in their education as a result of the war a chance to catch up to grade-level so they can adapt to a 
new curriculum and enter the Lebanese public school system.

classes, psychosocial counseling and 
other services to refugee children and 
their families. After living through the 
trauma of war, most of the children 
need more than a traditional education.
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Children from the JRS Jbeil center in Lebanon share their before-and-after drawings, which show, in their eyes, what life was like before displacement, during the war 
in Syria, and after they fled to Lebanon and enrolled in the JRS programs. (Jacquelyn Pavilon — JRS)
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For the third time, John McLaughlin (above) ran the Boston Marathon to raise funds to 
support the work of Jesuit Refugee Service/USA. A St. Ignatius Church parishioner and 
Boston College employee, Mr. McLaughlin raised $9,060.20 from 156 supporters. “I’ve 
been following all the commotion of the Middle East for a few years,” Mr. McLaughlin 
said. “I know Jesuit Refugee Service does a lot of work there. I know I can’t do a lot for 
those folks but this is something. Perhaps it will communicate some small solidarity; 
that’s my hope and my intention in raising the money.” (Rich Blake photo courtesy 
Coolrunning.com)
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In 2015, JRS/USA and Any Refugee 
launched a partnership to connect 

children in the U.S. with refugee chil-
dren around the world by delivering 
messages of hope and solidarity through 
postcards. 

Ten-year-old William Scannell IV, of 
Anchorage, Alaska, founded the Any 
Refugee program.

After hearing a story from his father 
about how people used to send letters 
addressed to “any soldier,” William took 
this idea and put it to work helping ref-
ugee children. 

He mobilized his school and church 
communities to write postcards to “any 
refugee,” and in February 2015, William 
and his father traveled to Lebanon to 
visit educational programs coordinated 
by Jesuit Refugee Service. 

In 2015, JRS collected more than 580 
cards from 11 countries and 12 U.S. 
states. Cards have thus far been deliv-
ered to students benefiting from JRS 
education programs in Chad, Jordan, 
Uganda and Haiti.
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William Scannell IV visits Lebanon. (Any Refugee)
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In 2015, Jesuit Refugee Service operated in 10 Regions and 47 countries

USA Middle East & 
North Africa

Europe

Latin America & 
the Caribbean

Asia Pacific

South Asia

Eastern Africa

 West Africa

Great Lakes

Southern Africa

A Global Presence

16 million

60 million

1980 2015

REFUGEES AND OTHER 
PERSONS OF CONCERN

As the number of refugees and other persons of concern reached a record 60 million in 2015, the response of JRS/USA supporters also
recorded a new high. Our “Greatest Need”donations reached a single-year high of $1,251,159.25, 

and provided support to projects in all 10 Regions of JRS.
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Education Livelihoods Psychosocial/
pastoral Emergency Advocacy/ 

protection Healthcare TOTAL

EASTERN AFRICA

Ethiopia  6,487  2,692  17,397  1,747  625  1,019  29,967 

Kenya  804  48  23,988  1,262  6,449  535  33,086 

South Sudan  5,473  5,393  10,866 

Sudan  2,043  195  90  2,328 

Uganda  322  588  112  1,906  2,149  292  5,369 

GRANDS LACS

Burundi  14,522  400  14,922 

Congo (DRC)  1,454  1,677  10,699  5,440  52  19,322 

SOUTHERN AFRICA

Angola  150  30  563  1,366  48  2,157 

Malawi  6,614  873  1,050  10  8,547 

South Africa  1,714  2,925  580  1,062  1,300  1,777  9,358 

Zimbabwe  4,153  325  136  4,614 

WEST AFRICA

Central African Republic  1,803  1,803 

Chad  33,243  33,243 

Cameroon  2,897  2,897 

People served by Jesuit Refugee Service

continues on following pages
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Education Livelihoods Psychosocial/
pastoral Emergency Advocacy/ 

protection Healthcare TOTAL

ASIA PACIFIC

Australia  20  324  1,235  1,579 

Indonesia  29  546  635  475  1,685 

Philippines  329  1,612  1,941 

Thailand  6,689  548  3,638  3,120  16,524  30,519 

Cambodia  3,263  420  1,932  16  4,049  46  9,726 

Myanmar  617  617 

SOUTH ASIA

 Afghanistan  5,412  5,412 

 India  9,092  30  335  875  226  10,558 

 Sri Lanka  5,070  5,070 

 Nepal  5,914  216  1,484  7,614 

MIDDLE EAST

 Syria  669  299,432 

 Jordan  1,508      4,033 

 Lebanon  3,281  10,885 

 Turkey  803    2,954 

 Iraq  1,040   26,467 

LATIN AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN 

 Colombia  4,004  834  5,333  4,536  789   15,496 

 Ecuador  7,129  450  4,134  160  4,537  40  16,450 

 Venezuela  2,149  153  552  682  1,890  23  5,449 



Education Livelihoods Psychosocial/
pastoral Emergency Advocacy/ 

protection Healthcare TOTAL

NORTH AMERICA

 USA  34,000  34,000 

EUROPE

 Belgium  625  625 

 France  160  60  266  80  50  616 

 Germany  700  870  1,570 

 Greece  128  4,828 

 Hungary  200  616 

 Ireland  1,030  2,415 

 Italy  740  34,449 

 Malta  1,082 

 Portugal  218  3,122 

 Romania  479  1,397 

 Slovenia  30  50 

 Macedonia  4,122 

 Sweden  666 

 UK  627 

Grand Total  141,333  724,551 
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Revenue

Grants         $3,785,839
Gifts         $1,982,308
Jesuit Assistancy $275,004
Investment Income $93,794
Contributed Services $77,847
Other          $2,904

JRS/USA FINANCIAL REPORT 2015

International Refugee Programs   $4,274,826*
Chaplaincy Programs   $921,402
Advocacy & Communications   $588,245
Management     $340,821
Fundraising       $307,728

  $6,217,696

* This figure includes $1,422,018 in revenue from prior years that 
   was distributed to international programs during 2015

audited statements

Expenses
  $6,432,662

Regional
Distributions

Middle East       $851,933
Latin America       $259,872
West Africa       $152,812
Europe          $69,498
South Asia         $25,000
Asia Pacific         $16,500

JRS/USA RESTRICTED DONATIONS DISTRIBUTED IN 2015

Lebanon   $584,602
Syria    $267,331
Dom. Republic/Haiti  $235,970
Chad    $152,812
Greece      $60,498
Sri Lanka     $25,000

  $1,375,616

Colombia      $19,500
Thailand       $16,500
Italy           $7,000
Mexico           $4,402
Malta           $2,000

Total Restricted Donations in 2015 — $1,375,616**

Country
Distributions
  $1,375,616

** total rounded to nearest dollar
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Ways to Support Jesuit Refugee Service

You can support the mission of Jesuit Refugee Service/USA by 
partnering with us for your charitable gifts. 

Support from the U.S. Jesuit Conference covers nearly all of our 
fundraising expenses, allowing us to direct at least 98% of your 
contribution straight to programs that assist refugees. 

All gifts to JRS/USA are tax deductible to the fullest extent 
allowed by law.

Annual Giving Societies
Thanks to the great generosity of our support-
ers, JRS/USA has established new annual giving 
societies. Gifts are recognized at the following 
cumulative annual levels:

Loyola Society		 $50,000 or more 

Xavier Society 	 $25,000 to $49,999

Gonzaga Society	 $10,000 to $24,999

Canisius Society	 $5,000 to $9,999

Faber Society		  $1,000 to $4,999

Bellarmine Society	 $500 to $999	

Claver Society		 $100 to $499

Friend of JRS		  Up to $99

Additional Ways to Give
Contact the Development team at 202.629.5948 
or visit http://jrsusa.org/donate to learn more 
about any of these ways to support JRS/USA.

• Combined Federal Campaign (CFC #10148)

• Matching Gifts

• Honor/Memorial Gifts

• Estate Gifts

• Gifts of Securities 

• Recurring Donations

Photos: JRS education program in Bekaa, Lebanon (left) and JRS 
Refugee Community Center in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 
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The Impact
of Your Gift

Examples of What
Your Gift
Can Do

$50 provides learning materials for an eight-month 

English language class for one adult refugee in Turkey

$110 will feed a daily meal to a refugee child at 

school for a year in Lebanon

$220 will provide a refugee in Nairobi with food, rent, 
and medical support for up to three months

$540 provides one year of food baskets for a vulnerable 

refugee family of four in Lebanon

$1,500 covers the annual cost of education and psychosocial support 

for a Syrian refugee child, including school transportation, one meal 
per day, basic clothing and supplies, and access to a social worker

$10,000 covers the annual cost of five secondary school teachers

in eastern Chad for refugees from Sudan’s Darfur region

“Let us be their neighbors, share their fears and uncertainty about 
the future, and take concrete steps to reduce their suffering.”

Pope Francis 
World Refugee Day 2014
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2015

To all of our JRS supporters and friends who joined us — in person and in spirit 
— for the JRS 35th Anniversary Awards Dinner on December  1. 

Thank You!

Jesuit Refugee Service/USA commemorated 35 years of accompaniment, service and advocacy with friends and supporters at the University Club in Manhattan 
on December 1, 2015 (left). Right: Prior to the dinner, President and Editor in Chief of America Media Fr. Matt Malone, S.J. welcomes JRS supporters to a recep-
tion at America House. (Christian Fuchs — JRS/USA)
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Although they each work on different continents, T. Alexan-
der Aleinikoff, Dr. Katrine Camilleri and Sr. Denise Coghlan 
are united by their dedication to helping the most vulner-
able people. JRS/USA recognized these three individuals at 
our commemoration dinner, and applauds their work.

JRS Accompany Award
Sr. Denise Coghlan, RSM, is one of the founding 
members and current director of  JRS Cambodia.

JRS Service Award
Dr. Katrine Camilleri is a lawyer and Director of 
Jesuit Refugee Service Malta. 

JRS Advocate Award 
Mr. T. Alexander Aleinikoff is a leading scholar in 
immigration and refugee law, and is currently on 
assignment with the U.N. Secretariat in New York. 

Many thanks to all of you for your partnership and 
support throughout the past 35 years of Jesuit Refu-

gee Service. More than 180 friends joined us on December 
1, 2015, at the University Club in New York to commemo-
rate our 35 years of service to refugees and the displaced.

Very Rev. Timothy Kesicki S.J., President of the Jesuit 
Conference of the United States and Canada, served as 
the host for the evening, and Richard Kelly, Chairman of 
the JRS/USA Board of Directors, spoke about the history 
of Jesuit Refugee Service.

Martin Bennett, second from left, and his wife Rita Bennett, far right, are 
joined by friends at the JRS dinner. (Christian Fuchs — JRS/USA)



Special guest Emmylou Harris acknowledges Fr. Kesicki’s singing of one of her songs. Ms. Harris later pre-
sented Sr. Denise Coghlan with the JRS Accompany Award. In October of 2016, Ms. Harris will headline 
Lampedusa: Concerts for Refugees, on behalf of JRS. Singer/songwriters Steve Earle, Patty Griffin, Buddy 
Miller and The Milk Carton Kids will join her in the 11 city tour across the U.S. (Christian Fuchs —JRS/USA)

During our 35th anniversary commem-
moration Claudine Leary, a resettled 
refugee from Rwanda, shared her story. 
Claudine had been on the verge of at-
tending university on a scholarship when 
genocide sent her country into chaos. She 
fled the country and ended up in a refugee 
camp in Malawi. Through JRS, Claudine 
began taking classes at the camp — an 
experience she credits with restoring her 
hope in life and rekindling aspirations of 
returning to college. 

“I picture the situation like being in a 
deep hole, in a big deep pit, and suddenly 
you see people around you. And those 
were Jesuits. Do you know how it feels 
when you’re down there and someone 
says, ‘I see you. Wait, I’ll find a rope.’ 
It’s unbelievable. I love Jesuit Refugee 
Service.”

With the help of JRS, Claudine eventually 
made her way to a college in Zimbabwe 
and graduated. 

“And (my) dignity was regained!” 
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Top: Jesuit Father James Martin discusses his early work with 
JRS in Kenya during a reception hosted by America Magazine 
in New York prior to the commemoration dinner. Above: David 
McNulty of the Jesuits Midwest Province speaks at the recep-
tion. Mr. McNulty became JRS/USA Board Chair in the Spring of 
2016. (Christian Fuchs — JRS/USA)

Thank you to our 35th Anniversary 
Commemoration Dinner Sponsors

Xavier Sponsor

Anonymous

Loyola Sponsors

Kevin Burke
Steve & Molly Cashin
Margaret Green-Rauenhorst
Richard & Ginna Kelly
Philip & Madeline Lacovara
The Ludwig Family Foundation &
The Honorable Eugene A. Ludwig 
     & Dr. Carol Ludwig

Gonzaga Sponsors

America Media
Rita & Marty Bennett
Fairfield University / Fairfield 
     College Preparatory School / 
     Fairfield Jesuit Community
Henry & Aurora Ferrero
Georgetown University
Thomas Kruger
Mr. & Mrs. David McNulty
USA Northeast Province 
     of the Society of Jesus
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Rogan
Ruesch Family Foundation
Cathy & Michael Schack
James & Shirley Walker

Canisius Sponsors

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Healey & 
     The Healey Family Foundation

Faber Sponsors

Ignatian Solidarity Network
Walter McCormick
Joe Naylor
John McGrath & Karen Donato
Marianna Pierce
Catholic Relief Services
Jennifer Thomas
Rev. Kevin P. Quinn, S.J.— 
     University of Scranton

Underwriters

Campion Residence and 
     Renewal Center, Inc.
Fordham University
Patrick & Helen McCarthy
Eugene C. Rainis
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Kindergarten aged children from Syria, Iraq and Lebanon enjoy their 20 minute recess break at the Franz van 
der Lugt Center in Beirut, Lebanon. The center provides children with language classes and other services to 
help them transition into the Lebanese school system. (Jacquelyn Pavilon — JRS)

Jesuit Refugee Service/USA is grateful to all of our supporters and partners for their 
accompaniment of, service to, and advocacy for  refugees and forcibly displaced people.
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Loyola Society

Anonymous
Martin and Rita Bennett
Richard Burke
Stephen and Molly Cashin 
Julie and Pat Garvey
Jesuit Conference of Canada 		
     and the United States 
Steven J. and Melissa C. Kean 		
     Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Dr. Thaddeus Regulinski and 		
     Dr. Anne B. Stericker

Xavier Society
Kevin Burke
J. Homer Butler Foundation
Jesuit Community, 
     Creighton University
Goldman Sachs Gives
i-Act
Jesuit Community, 
     America House
Michael Rauenhorst and 
     Margaret Green-Rauenhorst
Tom and Audry Morrow 
Kent and Judy Newton
James and Shirley Walker

Gonzaga Society
Anonymous (3)
America Media 
Anthony and Julia Albrecht
Maureen Aggeler 
Congregation of the Sisters 
     of the Sorrowful Mother
Diocese of Charlotte
G. Paolo Dotto and 
     Cathrin Hetam Brisken

Canisius Society
Anonymous (2)
Mr. and Mrs. M. William 
     Benedetto
Helen V. Brach Foundation 
The William and Mary 
     Buckley Foundation
John and Mary Buffington
Chevron Matching 
     Employee Funds

Faber Society
Anonymous (2)
Advanced Plastic Surgery PA
Joseph and Laura Acosta
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Agee
Imad Alsakaf
Ruben Alvarez
Dr. and Mrs. 
     Peter J. Andrews, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Andrews
Stephen Balek
John Behre
Benedictine Sisters 
     of Perpetual Adoration
Robert and Abigail Benkeser
Charles and Patricia Bidwill
Armando Borja
Bernard and Antonia Bouillette
Loretta J. Brady
Dr. and Mrs. William E. Braun
Larry and Marjorie Brennan
James and Carol Broucek
Bernard Brown
Kathy Buck and Kevin Preloger 
Michael and Guillermina Byrne
Jorge and Antonieta Caicedo
Tino and Dawn Calabia
Kathleen Cannon
Mr. and Mrs. Peter A. Carfagna
Carmelite Communion, Inc.
Catholic Relief Services
Church of St. Ignatius 
     Loyola, N.Y.
Linda Ciaccia and Emad Ghith 
Michael and Stephanie Clancy
Dean and Cheryl Clerico
Jesus Lledo Climaco, M.D.
Richard L. Conlon
Fr. Jose C. Corral, S.J.
Jerry and Diane Cunningham
Alexa Dare
Annette Davila

Diocese of Scranton
Tony Dipre
Mary J. Donnelly Foundation
Michael and Regina Dowd
John and Diana Duffey
Michael Duffy
Carl A. Dutto
Frederick and Cynthia Eaton
Kelsey Elder 
Fred J. Faulstich
Brian and Veronica Felix
Fordham University
Daniel Frank 
Paul A. Frank
Kathleen Friel
Patricia Fuller
Mario J. Gabelli
Camille Gaspard
Genovese Family
Fr. Mark J George, S.J
Nancy and Charles Geschke
Ben and Kathleen Gill
Deepak Goyal 
The Gail and Harry 
     Grim Foundation
James and Christy Gudaitis
Henry and Mary Gundling
Robert and Lilia Gutowski
GWC Service Co Inc.
David Haines and 
     Karen Rosenblum
Lucia Hall
Kirk and Kathryn Hanson
Caroline Harlow
Candace Harrington
Mr. and Mrs.Thomas J. Healey
Charles B. Heinlen
Mary Kate Hermann
Paul and Alice Hill
Michael Hirschhorn and 
     Jimena Martinez
Harvey and Cathy Homan
Charles and Isabel Hughes
Daniel J. Hurley 

William Flood 
Austin and 
     Gwendolyn Fragomen
Jim Haggerty and Jean Withrow
William Hewitt
Robert and Jenne Hunziker
John G. Iberle 
John and Marie James
Leo Brown Jesuit Community, 
     St. Louis
Jesuit Community, 
     St. Ignatius Loyola NYC
Richard and Ginna Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. Kretzman
Philip and Madeline Lacovara
Tom and  Kathi Loughlin
The Ludwig Family Foundation
Catherine Lyons and 
     Robert McCall
Walter and Mary Lou 
     McCormick
David K. and Judith C. McNulty 
Robert and Kate Niehaus
Thomas and Mary Rogan
Stuart Rowe
Matthew and Jenae Ruesch, 
     Ruesch Family Foundation
Schoellerman Foundation
Richard  Shea
Francis Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Steenland
Winston & Strawn, LLP

Fairfield University
Walter and Eileen Farlay 
Henry and Aurora Ferrero
Joan Fix
Cutberto and Yolanda Garza
Holy Trinity Catholic 
     Church (Washington, D.C.)
Thomas and Janet Hopkins
James and Dina Howell-Burke
Jesuit Community, 
     John Carroll University
Jesuit Community, Ill.
     St. Ignatius Jesuit Residence
Jesuit Community, 
     St. Ignatius, CA
Jesuit Community, 
     St. Joseph’s University
Jesuit Community, 
     Xavier High School, N.Y.
Arend and Onisoa Kouwenaar
Thomas E. Kruger
Joyce Legaz
James and Patricia Linehan
Donald and Lynda Middleton
Dita H. and Al Pepin
David Rochford
Santa Clara University
Mike and Cathy Schack
Mark Simon
Sisters of Providence of 
     Mother Joseph Province
St. Ignatius Church, 
     San Francisco
St. Ignatius Loyola Parish, Calif.
Michael and Kathryn 
     Trentacoste
Karen Wang and Michael Celio 
De Wayne Edward Wohlleb
Parker Jon and 
     Sarah Rachel Woodroof
Fr. Ronald E. Wozniak, S.J.
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Fr. Adolfo Nicolás S.J., Superior General of the Jesuits, meets with JRS supporters prior to the Papal 
audience later that day. Left: Dita Pepin, and right: Pat and Julie Garvey. (Jacquelyn Pavilon — JRS) 

Jesuit Community, 
     White House Retreat, Mo.
Titus and Julianne Kaphar
Edward and Janet Kenny
Raymond and Malak Khoudary
Marie-Therese Klay
Edward C. Klopping III
Kyle Klosterman
Christopher P. Konrad
Allen and Marie L’Etoile
Bobbie Landry
Jay Langhurst
Susan Larkin
Maria Leonard
James Lockard
John Loughlin and Darlene Jeris
Jerry and Joanne Love
Chris Lowney and 
     Angelika Mendes-Lowney
Loyola University Maryland
Joseph Lyons
William and Helen Lyons 
John A. Mackay

Rev. Paul B. Macke, S.J.
Joan Madeja
Gwendolen M. Makowski
F. Howard Manning 
Drs. Ted and Teresa Marchese
Michael and Kimberly Marsh
James and Ann Marie Martin
Kathleen Martin
Jane McAuliffe
John and Lauren McBride
Michael and Barbara McCann
Patrick and Helen McCarthy
Kathleen McDonald
John McGrath and 
     Karen Donato
Julie and John McKellar
Rev. John J. McNeill and 
     Charles Chiarelli
McQuaid Jesuit High School
William M. and Miriam F. 
     Meehan Foundation, Inc.
Angela and Louis Menard
Therese M. Mierswa

Barbara Mitchell
Peter and Veronica Mitchell
William and Linda Mitchell
Mary Ellen Mooney
Michael E. Moran
Louis and Audrey Munin
Stephen Murphy
Joe Naylor
New Melleray Abbey
Jerry and Sally Neyer
James Nicholes
Louise Norton
Bill and Joyce O’Brien 
Edward and Frances O’Neill
John and Adeline O’Rourke
Rev. Dr. Joseph P. Oechsle
Christopher O’Keeffe
Paul V. Oppenheim
Parish Evaluation Project
Brian and Rachelle Parker
Martha L. Parmalee
Martha Pascual
Christopher and Kathleen Pelley
Paul and Kerry Perez
Julia and Joseph Persinger
Ann Marie and Kenneth Peters
Bruce and Kirstin Pickle
Marianna Pierce
John Polanin, Jr.
Kent and Joann Porter
James and Maureen Power
John and Joanne Presper
Jonathan Price
Vincent and Pam Quinn
Eugene and Jane Rainis
Jill Raitt
Ken and Jennifer Reed-Bouley
Maurice T. and 
     Kimberly J. Reidy
Andrew J. Remick
Judith Reuter
J. Timothy Rice
Randy and Cindy Rice
Shirley Ricketts

Christopher M. Ridmann
Brooke Riggio
Peter Ritka and Gisele Sarosy
Roberto and Nelly Marta Rojas
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Left: Audry Morrow, Rita Bennett, Tom Morrow and Martin Bennett flank Fr. Nicholas. 
Right: Judy and David McNulty. (Jacquelyn Pavilon — Jesuit Refugee Service) 
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Henry and Aurora Ferrero, left photo, and Madeline and Philip Lacovara with the Father General. 
(Jacquelyn Pavilon — Jesuit Refugee Service) 
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A generous gift from Dr. Thaddeus Regulinski and Dr. Anne B. Stericker enabled Jesuit Refugee Service to fund both a nursery in Los Cacaos, Haiti — which will help 
local residents replant areas devoid of trees — and a children’s center in Dajabôn, Dominican Republic, and to build an 18-classroom school in Tiroli, Haiti. (JRS) 
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A $25,000 grant from an anonymous supporter ensures access to tertiary education for war-affected youth in Sri Lanka. A partnership with Jesuit Commons: 
Higher Education at the Margins enables JRS to bring higher education to refugees, displaced peoples and returnees in Sri Lanka and a half dozen other coun-
tries. (Kathleen Ambre  — JRS South Asia (L) and Peter Balleis S.J. — JRS)
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JRS Eastern Africa Regional Director Fr. 
Endashaw Debrework S.J. speaks at Den-
ver’s Regis University about JRS education 
programs for refugees in Kenya, Ethiopia 
and Uganda. (Christian Fuchs — JRS)
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Iraq. JRS runs a community center for refugees and displaced people in Erbil. 
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A grant of $40,000 from The J. Homer Butler Foundation provided medical care for displaced people in Damascus. (JRS)
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Displaced students in Goma, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
whose tuition is paid by JRS, attend school in a building built by 
JRS. (Don Doll S.J. — JRS)
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Hundreds of individual supporters donated more than $250,000 for emergency support in Syria, 
which helped us to provide blankets and bedding, clothes, and food. (JRS) 
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Anna, Frank, and Annette Gerold
The Gerold Family 
Ray Gerrity
Tom and Maggie Geuting
Fr. Partick Gilger, S.J.
Fr. Thomas Greene, S.J.
Emil and Joyce Greuniesen
Sister Eleanor Guerin, RSM
Zerene Haddad
Daniel Hall

David and Teresa Hamm
Nicholas Hansen
Fr. Dan Hare, S.J.
Robert Hart 
The Children of Lillian Hess 
Fr. Kenneth J. Hezel, S.J.
Fr. David Hollenbach, S.J.
Charles and Lenka Homonnay
Rev. Antwan Homsy, S.J.
Fr. Mark Horak, S.J.
Mark and Karen Hubert
Lisa Anne Hug
Fr. James Hug S.J.
Eileen Hughes
Fr. Ralph Huse, S.J.
Iona Associates of Maine 
Jacob, Jessica, Ryan, and 
     Justin James 
Jesuit Community at Creighton 
University 
Theda and Paul Jones
JustFaith Ministries 
Delores Kelly
Richard and Ginna Kelly

Peter Barr Kelly 
Fr. Henry Kenney, S.J.
Raymond Khoudary, MD
Fr. Rana Khoury, S.J.
Fr. Henry Kierney, S.J.
Paul Kovach
Fr. James Kubicki, S.J.
John La Motte
Madeline Lacovara
Fr. Lukas Laniauskas, S.J.
Ruth and Tim Leacock
The Parents of Richard and Mary 
Leiweke
Fr. Joseph Lingan, S.J.
Victoria Nahas Linn
Joshua Lion
Fr. Jon Lippo, S.J.
Fr. Lois Lipps, S.J.
Terry and Barry Locke
Thomas Loughlin
Rose Marie Lucas
Anne Lynch
Joanne Mackay
Pauline Macnamara
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Rev. Andrew Maginnis, S.J.
Maryann Malanzetta
Gloria Malley
Marie Beth Maquiran
Jen Martin
Fr. James Martin, S.J.
Fr. Jacob Martin, S.J.
Kathleen and Dean Mazzone
Rev. James F. McAndrews, S.J.
John McClorey
Rev. Patrick McCorkell, S.J.
Dan McKeirnan
Fr. Gerald McKevitt, S.J.
Fr. Tim McMahon, S.J.
Patrick D. and Mary R. McNelis
Fr. John G. McSherry, S.J.
Philip T. Medico
Frederick Merola
Fr. Jim Michalski, S.J.
Abdul-Massih Mistrih
Fr. Frank Moan, S.J.
Nancy Mogab
Fr. Gordon Moreland, S.J.
Gweneth Morris
Ruth Mullowney-Agra
Rev. Richard J. Murphy, S.J.
Rev. Raul Navarro, S.J.
Gloria Nething
Robert R. Newton
Alice Nolan
Evan Norman
William Nuber 
Fr. Gerald O’Collins, S.J.
Fr. Leo	 O’Donovan, S.J.
Ashley  O’Mara
Fr. Cyril Opeil, S.J.
Fr. Frank Oppenheim, S.J.
Regina Orchessi
Kevin O’Really
Fr. Ben Osborne, S.J.
Rev. Brent Otto, S.J.
Rev. John Padberg, S.J.
Jolanda Pandin

Roy Pardee
Harold and Marie Parker
Robert and Margaret Parsons
John Patrick
Paul
Paul and Stephanie 
Curt and Wendy Paulsen
Joan Paulson
Fr. Brian Paulson, S.J.
Frank and Ursula Pazera
The Pearsons 
People who support ministry 
     for the crisis in the Middle East 
Laura D. Perez
Paul and Kerry Perez
Helen J. and Edward J. Preval
Nina Price
Fr. Gene Prior, S.J.
Fr. Leslie Raj, S.J.
Fr. Francis X. Reese, S.J.
Refugee children who 
     have come to the USA
Robert Reiser, S.J.
Ray and Rose Reve
Rachollo and Jon Rochelle
Helen Rockberger
Fr. Thomas Rocks, S.J.
Alfreda and Michelangelo Romeo
Rev. David J. Romero, S.J.
Ed Ronstadt
Rev. Richard Roos, S.J.
Bill and Kathy Ross
Pat and Joe Roy 
Mrs. Pat Roy 
Rev. John Ruane, S.J.
The Sacred Heart 
The Safars Family, 
     Especially Elias and George 
Fr. Narwas Sammour, S.J.
Dalia Saulys
Ron Schmitz
Marina Schreiber
Miriam Schulman

Stuart Scott
Hank and Colleen Seean
Hauruki and Eleanor Shimogaki
Fr. Joseph Simmons, S.J.
Sister Bema 
Sister Roxanne 
Nell Christine and 
     Ernest Eugene Smith
Rev. Gary Smith, S.J.
Very Rev. Tom Smolich, S.J. 
Fr. Michael Sparough, S.J.
Nick Stoycheff
St. Ignatius Parish - Baltimore,MD 
Fr. Paul Sullivan, S.J.
Grey Tacchetti
Don and Liz Tassone
Bert R. Thelen
Jen Thomas
Huynh Sanh Thong
Rev. Dominic Totaro, S.J.
James and Elaine Tourtelotte
Rev. Edward V. Vacek, S.J. 
Rev. Fran Van Der Lugt, S.J.
Mary Lou Venker Mayer
Rev. Bill Verhryke, S.J.
Fr. Pau Vidal, S.J.
William and Leonard Vinnicombe
Sophie Vodvarka
Tony and Anita Wakim
James M. Walker 
Erin Wall
Fr. David Watson, S.J.
Wiland Weimer 
Fr. Earl A. Weis, S.J.
Rev. Kevin White, S.J.
Christine Williams
Paul G. Wolfteich
Stevie Michael Wright
Rev. Stephen Yavorsky, S.J.
Ignatius Yuan
Karel Zelenka
Staff Sgt. Sonny Zimmerman

Finn Ahern	  	
Baptism 

Kerry Weber and Colm Lynch	
Wedding

Cullen Dunbar		
Birthday 

John McLaughlin		
Boston Marathon

Joe Naylor		
Viefhaus Christmas 
        Project for Chad

Gifts in Celebration of:

Michael Joseph Petrin	
Birthday

Grahame and Katie Richards	
Wedding

Ariana Victoria Wachal		
Baptism

Lagan/Chambers 			 
Wedding
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Gifts in Memory of:
Fr. Peter Arabia, S.J. 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles S. Azzi
Edwin Becker
Timothy James Berry, Sr. 
Kathryn S. Bigley		
Clifford Blasi, MD
Michael Boden
Dermot Bradley 
Marian Brems
Joe Brennan
Mr. and Mrs. Walter J. Briggs 	
Richard A. Brown		
James A. Burkart 
Ambassador Thomas R. Byrne	
Joe and Agnes Chalmers
Carmela Tallarico Chicorelli
Lou and Lucile Cicerale 
Fr. Thomas E. Clarke, S.J.
Fr. John F.X. Condon, S.J.	
Fr. Joseph Conwell, S.J.
Paul Crane 
Patsy B. Dauterive
Mary Alice Dolan
Dustin Dugas

Fr. Michael Evans, S.J.		
Roger Falge
Florence Fallon
Margaret Finch
Msgr. William J. Fitzgerald
Rev. Thomas R. Fitzpatrick, S.J. 
The Parents of 
     Ms. Christine Froelich
Thomas J. Gavin
Tom and Margaret Gavin 
Marjorie Moran Gebhart 
Olga Anne Gelmetti
Rev. Bob Grib, S.J. 
Ray Griffin
Mimi Guinan
Aurelia Guiney
Vinod Gupta 
Harriet Habib-Puca
Fr. Thomas Hand, S.J.	
Fr. Henry Haske, S.J. 
Fr. Edward Hogan, S.J.
Fr. Frank Houdek, S.J.	
Warren Houghton 
Katherine Huelsman

Charles J. John 
Theda and Paul Jones 
Doña Juana
Leo and Anna Kelley
P.J. Kidwell
Rev. Thomas King, S.J.	
Fr. Bud Kloster, S.J.
Anthony Krizel
Aylan Kurdi		
Donald and Fredrika Lamm
Bob and Marie Leiweke
The Parents of Mr. and Mrs. 
     Richard and Mary Leiweke
Germaine and John Loeffler 
Dr. Agnes Pauline Macnamara
Rosemary Madeja
Angela and Sebastian Madeja
Rev. Andrew Maginnis, S.J.
Peter F. Mallen, Sr. 
Victoria Marciniak
Fr. Stanley B. Marrow, S.J.
Leonard C. Marschall
Charley Martano		
T.J. Martinez 

Earl McClellan
Fr. Joseph McGovern, S.J. 
Dan McKeirnan
Fr. Edward McMahon, S.J. 
Paul Merriam 
Charles and Norma Miner 
Rev. W.M.H. Moran, S.J. 
Fr. Jack Morris, S.J.		
Dr. Gerald P. Murphy
Carole A. Murray
Patricia Obradovich
William R. O’Neill 
Fr. Augusto Ordonez, S.J.
Nancy Paar 
The Parents of Anthony and 
     Carol Ann Pamelia 
William Pickett 
Vincent D. Quinn, Jr. 
Emile and Marie Ramey 
Nick Rapanos
Margrit Rappapart
Refugees Lost at Sea 
Mary Lou Ryan
The Sacchetti Family 

Steve Saldana 
Dr. Husn Massouh Samman	
George and Marie Schneider 
Fr. Charlie Shelton, S.J.
Irene Shumovich
Kathryn A. Smith
Francis I. Smith
Ms. Joanne Smolich
Jane Snow
Mary Sullivan
Uncle Bud
Msgr. Art Valenzano
Fr. Fran Van Der Lugt, S.J. 
Marie Voltz
William Wadlington
Fr. James P.M. Walsh, S.J.
Fr. Eric H. Werts, S.J.
Ordeen Yeary



2015 Board of Directors

Richard Kelly, Board Chairman
The Bridgeford Group

Jennifer Bailey
Visiting Clinical Law Professor in the Refugee 
and Human Rights Clinic at the University of 
Maine School of Law

Rita Bennett
Founder and executive Director of  
Bennett Associates (Ret.)

Michael Bloom
Now You Know Media

Kevin Burke
Trinity Capital

Fr. Thomas Greene S.J.
Rector, First Studies at 
St. Louis University

Fr. Bob Hussey S.J.
Provincial, Maryland Province 
of the Society of Jesus

Jean Louis Peta Ikambana
American Friends Service Committee

Fr. Timothy Kesicki S.J.
President, Jesuit Conference of 
Canada and the United States

Thomas Laughlin
Promontory Financial Group, LLC

Madeline Lacovara
Community Leader

David McNulty
Midwest Province of the 
Society of Jesus

Paul Perez
Delegate Advisors, LLC

Marianna Pierce
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Margaret Green Rauenhorst
Community Leader

Maurice Timothy Reidy
America: The National 
Catholic Review

British Robinson
Women’s Heart Alliance

Joan Rosenhauer
Catholic Relief Services

Jenae Ruesch
Ruesch Family Foundation

Michael Schack
Joseph Academy

Andrew Serazin
Templeton World Charity Foundation

Jennifer Thomas
Brookfield Global Relocation Services

Sr. Joanne Whitaker RSM
Former Regional Director, 
JRS Southern Africa

Jesuit Refugee Service 
builds a school for the 
displaced between two 
camps for internally dis-
placed persons in Goma, 
Democratic Republic of 
the Congo.  (Don Doll S.J. 
— JRS)
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National Staff

Armando Borja 
Regional Director

Clare Inzeo Bonsignore 
Development Director

Christian Fuchs 
Communications Director

Gail Griffith 
Global Education 
     Initiative Director

Sean Kelly 
Program Officer

Allison Werner Listerman 
Senior Director for Operations

Sean Lengell 
Communications Officer

Fr. Leo J. O’Donovan S.J. 
Director of Mission

Pat McDermott 
Assistant Development Director 

Giulia McPherson 
Assistant Policy Director

John Parker 
Development Assistant

Mitzi Schroeder 
Director for Policy 

Liana Tepperman 
Program Officer

Elizabeth Ward 
Development Officer

Detention Chaplaincy Program Staff

Fr. A. Richard Sotelo S.J. 
National Program Director
Religious Services Program

Bishop Emilio Alvarez 
Local Facility Chaplain, Buffalo Federal 
Detention Facility

Sr. Lynn Allvin, OP 
Chaplain, Florence (Ariz.) Service             
Processing Center

Rev. Jesse Araque 
Chaplain, Port Isabel (Texas) Service      
Processing Center 

Briana Barcelo 
Program Assistant, Florence (Ariz.)           
Service Processing Center

Carlos Bustamante 
Chaplain, Krome (Miami) Service 
Processing Center 

Rev. Zeke Duran 
Program Asst., Port Isabel 
(Texas) Service Processing Center

Deacon Edgardo Farias 
Program Assistant, Krome 
(Miami) Service Processing Center

Ms. Lily Fernandez 
Program Assistant, El Paso 
Service Processing Center

Sr. Mary Mahowald, OSF 
Chaplain, El Paso Service 
Processing Center

Jorge L. Silva 
Program Assistant
Buffalo Fed. Detention Facility

Young refugees from Eritrea have front row seats for a dance performance by fellow refugees at Mai Aini camp in northern Ethiopia. The majority of the camp’s popu-
lation are youth. (Christian Fuchs — Jesuit Refugee Service/USA)



Refugees wait — and hope — to continue their journey from Syria, Afghanistan 
and other conflict areas to western Europe at a transit camp in Slavonski Brod, 
Croatia. (Darrin Zammit Lupi — JRS)facebook.com/jrsusa

@jrsusa @jrsusa_photos

jrsusa.org/multimedia

You can help Jesuit Refugee Service/
USA by contacting your Senators and 
Representatives on key issues.

Visit jrsusa.org/advocacy and learn 
how to join the Action Network.

JRS Action Network

At the center of the invitation to live generously 
and responsibly on the common home we have 
been given on this earth, we are presented with 
an invitation to recognize — in terror-struck, 
impoverished, homeless people — our very 
brothers and sisters.

Leo J. O’Donovan, S.J
JRS/USA Director of Mission



68

Jesuit Refugee Service/USA

www.jrsusa.org

1016 16th St NW, Ste 500
Washington, D.C. 20036

35

Accompany • Serve • Advocate


